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Message from the Chairman 

Tena koutou katoa. The Ngati Whare Runanga held its annual general meeting on Saturday 26 November at Waikotikoti 
marae. The hui was very well attended, with over 140 Ngati Whare signing up to vote. Personally, I was humbled by the 
interest the iwi is showing in the elections and our negotiations with the Crown. 

Four Trustees were elected at the AGM, three of whom had previously held office – myself (James Carlson), Bronco Carson, 
and Roberta Rickard. The fourth and new trustee is Lena Brew, daughter of the recently deceased Ngati Whare rangatira, Pita 
Iraia. I would like to welcome Lena to the team. The trustees who continue with their position on the Runanga until 2006, 
when further elections will be held, are Bob McMahon, Kohiti (Andy) Kohiti, and Pene Olsen. 

A number of reports were presented at the AGM. As Chairperson, I gave a report on the business and initiatives of the 
Runanga over the last year. Martin Kinder from Hulton Patchell Ltd, who helps manage the Runanga’s financial matters, 
tabled and gave a report on the financial accounts for the previous financial year. All in all the finances of the Runanga are in 
good order. Martin answered a number of questions from the floor and the accounts were approved by the iwi. 

Reports were then given by Jamie Ferguson (Ngati Whare legal counsel) and John Hutton (Ngati Whare historian) about 
progress in our Treaty Settlement negotiations. An important aspect of this is that the iwi needs to keep up to date on what 
might or might not be contained in a Treaty settlement and have the opportunity to provide input. To this end, the Runanga is 
calling a Wananga for the weekend of 14-15 January 2006. Further details on the Wananga can be found later in this Panui. I 
encourage all Ngati Whare to attend what will be an important weekend of discussion, debate and planning on issues related 
to Ngati Whare’s Treaty settlement negotiations. 

Finally, I would like to ask all Ngati Whare who receive or read this Panui to ensure that their whanau, mokopuna and other 
Ngati Whare they might know register as members of Ngati Whare. This should be done as soon as possible. The Iwi 
Register is vital in our negotiations with the Crown. We need to demonstrate the true size of Ngati Whare to the Crown, 
rather than the incorrect figure of 690 persons that is recorded in the New Zealand Census. In future years, the Register will 
enable us to deliver benefits to all Ngati Whare, wherever they may now live.  Further information regarding registration is 
contained later in this Panui.  

JAMES CARLSON – Chairman, Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust 
 

Negotiations Update  
************************* 

The Ngati Whare negotiators held their last meeting with the Crown for 2005 on 8 December. Both parties are working 
towards the goal of achieving an “Agreement in Principle” in April 2006. There is a large amount of material to cover in the 
negotiations, including an agreed historical account and Crown apology, cultural redress, and commercial redress. 

One issue of great importance for Ngati Whare is the future of the Whirinaki Conservation Park and the Whirinaki River. 
Issues involved include what role might Ngati Whare be able to play in the future management of the park, and how Ngati 
Whare’s kaitiaki role as tangata whenua of the Whirinaki might be properly recognised. Other issues being considered by the 
Negotiators are options for ensuring the long-term environmental wellbeing of the podocarp forest within the Park, and how 
Ngati Whare’s customary interests in its pou rahui and maunga, particularly Tuwatawata and Moerangi, may be best 
recognised and protected into the future. The waahi tapu, pa and kainga within the Park and surrounding areas are also of 
great importance to Ngati Whare. 

Early next year the Ngati Whare negotiators expect that the Crown will present an offer on “quantum”, meaning the total dollar 
figure that the Crown will offer to Ngati Whare as compensation for historical breaches of the Treaty. The Ngati Whare 
negotiators then have an opportunity to respond to this offer. It is hoped that an “agreed figure” will ultimately be reached. 

The Crown is also expected to put forward a “cultural redress” package for Ngati Whare to consider. A “cultural redress” 
package commonly includes things such as the recognition of an iwi’s customary interests in particular areas (eg, the 
Whirinaki Conservation Park), redress in relation to waahi tapu and other sites of significance, and agreements with particular 
government departments. Again, this offer will be subject to further negotiations in the New Year.  

                      Te Whaiti  Nui A Toi Kairakau  
Ko Tuwatawata te Maunga, Ko Whirinaki te Awa, Ko Wh arepakau te 
Tangata, Ko Ngati Whare te Iwi  

Panui: Nov-Dec 2005 
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THE NGATI WHARE TREATY SETTLEMENT 

AN OVERVIEW FOR IWI MEMBERS 

Kia ora koutou. As many are aware, Te Runanga o 
Ngati Whare Iwi Trust (The Runanga) is mandated by 
the iwi of Ngati Whare to conduct negotiations with the 
Crown for the settlement of Ngati Whare’s historical 
claims. Read this article if you want to know more about 
the Treaty Settlement process. 

The article tells the story of how Ngati Whare have 
progressed their Treaty claims up to now, what some of 
the present challenges are, and where the negotiation 
process needs to go before a full settlement can be 
achieved.  

1. Journey through the Waitangi Tribunal 

Two Ngati Whare kaumatua, Charlie Rewi and Pahiri 
Matekuare, lodged a claim for Ngati Whare with the 
Waitangi Tribunal way back in 1987. As you will no 
doubt know, the Waitangi Tribunal was established to 
investigate Crown breaches of the Treaty of Waitangi. 
The Waitangi Tribunal is not a government agency – it is 
an independent Commission of Inquiry set up under its 
own Act of Parliament, and it operates somewhat like a 
court of law, listening to evidence but writing 
“recommendations” not “judgments”. 

The Ngati Whare claim was the sixty-sixth claim ever 
received by the Waitangi Tribunal, and got given the 
registration number Wai 66. There are now over 1400 
claims registered with the Tribunal, making the Ngati 
Whare claim one of the earliest ones on the books. 

Through the 1990s and up to 2004, Ngati Whare as an 
iwi dealt mostly with the Waitangi Tribunal assisted by 
the funding agency Crown Forestry Rental Trust 
(CFRT). Before going to the Waitangi Tribunal, though, 
Ngati Whare needed to research all the Ngati Whare 
evidence about historical Treaty breaches – this meant 
lots of research and writing by both professional 
historians and by Ngati Whare kaumatua, working out 
the story of how the Crown took Ngati Whare land and 
where Ngati Whare as an iwi had been harmed by 
Crown actions. 

The Ngati Whare research effort was successfully 
completed in 2001. Unfortunately, because Waitangi 
Tribunal policy was to investigate the claims of all iwi in 
the Urewera region at the same time, including Tuhoe 
and Ngati Manawa, Ngati Whare had to wait a bit for the 
other iwi to catch up with their own research. It was only 
in 2003 that the Waitangi Tribunal arrived in the 
Urewera to begin hearing claims. 

In September 2004, the Ngati Whare claim was heard 
by the Waitangi Tribunal at Murumurunga marae, Te 
Whaiti. As an iwi, Ngati Whare finally had an opportunity 
to present its historical reports and oral evidence to an 
independent judicial body, and to be listened to by the 
Crown. 

It was an historic occasion. A number of Ngati Whare 
kaumatua, kuia and other iwi members gave evidence 
based on Ngati Whare korero and their own life 
experience. This was combined with reports by Ngati 
Whare historians Richard Boast, Klaus Neumann, John 

Hutton, Jim Canning and Rob Wiri, and legal 
representation by Ngati Whare’s lawyers Jamie 
Ferguson and Kirikaiahi Albert of Kahui Legal. Ngati 
Whare received the support of many of their iwi 
neighbours and whanaunga during the hearing, 
including Tuhoe, Ngati Manawa, Ngati Hineuru and 
others. 

The Waitangi Tribunal finished hearing all Urewera 
claims in June 2005. The Tribunal has now gone back to 
Wellington to write a report covering all the issues raised 
by Urewera iwi, including Ngati Whare. Unfortunately, 
the report will not be completed until early 2007. This 
seems like a long time, but good work takes time. The 
report must stand the test of time and serve as a 
permanent record for Ngati Whare and other iwi. 

2. Commencement of Negotiations 

In 2003 and 2004, when Ngati Whare were waiting for 
the Waitangi Tribunal to arrive, an important decision 
was made by both the iwi and the Crown to start direct 
negotiations for the settlement of Ngati Whare’s 
historical Treaty grievances. 

This was unusual. The Crown normally prefers to wait 
until the Tribunal has finished its job before negotiating 
with iwi. But with the good state of the Ngati Whare 
research, the clear support given by the iwi to the Ngati 
Whare Runanga, and the Crown’s desire to reach 
settlements involving Crown Forest lands, the Crown 
believed that their were grounds for negotiations to 
proceed while the Tribunal carried on its own 
investigation. 

It was therefore agreed that Ngati Whare would 
participate in both arenas: in negotiations with OTS and 
in hearings with the Tribunal. 

The negotiation process started at a hui-a-iwi on 20 July 
2003, where Ngati Whare iwi mandated Te Runanga o 
Ngati Whare Iwi Trust to enter into settlement 
negotiations with the Crown to reach a “comprehensive 
settlement” of Ngati Whare’s historical Treaty claims. A 
“comprehensive settlement” means a settlement of all 
Ngati Whare’s historical claims against the Crown (being 
claims in relation to events occurring prior to 21 
September 1992). 

A proper mandate by the iwi is important. It makes clear 
that Ngati Whare is represented by the correct 
organisation, in this case the Runanga. However, it is 
important to remember that the mandate held by the 
Runanga is only valid for the negotiation phase of the 
settlement process. At the end of negotiations, all 
members of Ngati Whare will have an opportunity to 
approve the settlement package and, subsequently, 
decide on how the settlement assets are to be 
administered and governed. This is likely to mean that a 
new structure will develop, replacing the existing 
Runanga structure. 

Subsequently, in December 2003, the Minister in 
Charge of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations, the Hon 
Margaret Wilson, formally recognised the mandate of Te 
Runanga of Ngati Whare Iwi Trust to enter settlement 
negotiations. This was another important step. It meant 
that the Crown acknowledged Ngati Whare as an iwi 
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who it would negotiate with, and that the iwi was 
properly represented by the Runanga. 

The third step was an agreement between the Crown 
and Ngati Whare over the “Terms of Negotiation”. These 
were formally signed by the Hon Margaret Wilson at a 
hui at Te Whaiti on 6 May 2004. The “Terms of 
Negotiation” are a formal document setting out how 
negotiations will proceed and stressing things such as 
“good faith” and “best endeavours” between the iwi and 
the Crown. 

It was initially agreed that Ngati Whare would negotiate 
jointly with Ngati Manawa, represented by Te Runanga 
o Ngati Manawa. With representatives from both iwi 
sitting at the table, several joint negotiations took place 
in 2004. 

After a while, though, certain issues made it difficult for 
Ngati Manawa to proceed at the same pace as Ngati 
Whare. Sole negotiations by Ngati Whare with the 
Crown then started with the Minister’s approval. It 
should be noted that in more recent months Ngati 
Manawa has come back to the table and now have their 
own separate negotiations with OTS. 

While continuing to work separately, it will be important 
for both iwi to work together on a number of issues in 
the near future. Many historical issues between the iwi 
differ, but both iwi are closely related to one another and 
have strong overlapping interests in land. There may 
also be other ways that the iwi can co-operate to their 
mutual advantage. 

3. Towards a Negotiated Settlement 

With formal negotiations now underway, the first 
important step for Ngati Whare to reach is an 
“Agreement in Principle” (or AIP). The AIP is a 
document which records all the main elements agreed in 
a settlement. This is done to quite a reasonable level of 
detail. Currently, both Ngati Whare and the Crown hope 
to reach an AIP by April 2006, about four to five months 
away. Both parties are working hard to try to meet that 
deadline. 

A number of key areas are covered by an Agreement in 
Principle. These areas will also be covered by the 
subsequentt Deed of Settlement and final settlement 
legislation: 

·  Historical Account  – an agreed written account of 
the historical basis of the Treaty claims, those 
matters the Crown acknowledges as breaches of 
the Treaty and its principles, and the general 
wording of the Crown’s apology to the iwi. The Ngati 
Whare historical account is likely to include the story 
of the Crown’s military attacks on Ngati Whare in 
the late 1860s, the creation of the Urewera District 
Native Reserve in 1896 and the Crown’s 
subsequent betrayal of that arrangement by illegal 
land purchasing, and the eventual loss of the 
majority of Ngati Whare land by the early 1920s. 

The historical account is also likely to cover the 
problems faced by Ngati Whare at Te Whaiti and 
Minginui through the twentieth century, including the 
poor conditions of the Te Whaiti Nui a Toi lease 

agreement, and the corporatisation of the Forest 
Service in the 1980s. 

·  Commercial Redress – a “dollar” figure of financial 
compensation that is paid to Ngati Whare. This may 
be paid in money and/or used to acquire 
commercial assets from the Crown such as Crown 
Forest land. It should be noted that commercial 
redress is best seen as an endowment for the future 
of the iwi, rather than full compensation for land lost. 
Regrettably, Crown policy is that it cannot afford to 
pay full compensation; 

·  Cultural Redress - agreements between the Crown 
and Ngati Whare over “cultural” issues such as the 
preservation of waahi tapu, pa and urupa, the 
recognition and protection of interests in key sites, 
and a range of agreements between Ngati Whare 
and government departments such as the 
Department of Conservation. 

Within the category of “cultural redress” is an item of 
great importance to Ngati Whare - the Whirinaki 
Conservation Park. The Park is not a “commercial 
asset” (it is conservation estate), and cannot be 
“purchased” back by Ngati Whare as part of a 
settlement. Current Crown policy also precludes the 
Crown returning the entire Park to Ngati Whare, 
despite the illegal way that it acquired much of the 
land in the 1910s. However, there is room for Ngati 
Whare to negotiate various agreements with the 
Crown in relation to how the Park is managed in the 
future, and how Ngati Whare’s kaitiaki status as 
tangata whenua in the Whirinaki might appropriately 
be recognised. 

Another thing to remember is that the AIP is “without 
prejudice” and does not legally bind Ngati Whare or the 
Crown. However, if an AIP is successfully reached, then 
negotiations can move into the “Deed of Settlement” 
phase (which is discussed below). 

The AIP also becomes a public document. This allows 
both the wider iwi and other parties that may have an 
interest (such as neighboring iwi) to view and 
understand the broad content of a settlement package. 
It is also intended that the AIP will be widely distributed 
among the members of Ngati Whare for discussion and 
feedback to Te Runanga o Ngati Whare. 

After accepting an AIP, the Crown and the Ngati Whare 
representatives will continue to work together to develop 
all the details that must be included in a final Deed of 
Settlement. The Deed of Settlement will include all the 
matters listed above – Historical Account and Apology, 
Commercial Redress, and Cultural Redress – but with 
much greater detail. This will include the details of the 
Crown acknowledgments and apology, legal 
descriptions and valuations of properties, and the 
precise location of forestry land to be returned. It may 
also include the details of any new relationship between 
Ngati Whare and the Department of Conservation and 
any number of other factors in a “cultural redress” 
package. 

 

4. Ratification and Settlement Legislation 
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The final steps in the Treaty Settlement process for 
Ngati Whare, as with other iwi, are “ratification”, then 
implementation through “settlement legislation”. 

First, the Deed of Settlement initialled between the 
Crown and the Ngati Whare representatives must be 
clearly approved by the wider Ngati Whare iwi before it 
becomes binding. This approval process is called 
ratification. 

The key part of the ratification process is a postal ballot 
in which all members of Ngati Whare over the age of 18 
are eligible to vote. The Ngati Whare Register, for which 
registrations are currently being gathered, is a key part 
of the ballot – all adults on the Register will be eligible to 
vote for the proposed settlement. 

In addition, members of the claimant group must have a 
chance to review and ratify the proposed governance 
entity for the settlement. This means holding a number 
of hui-a-iwi. The term “governance entity” simply refers 
to the legal entity that will be used to hold and manage 
settlement assets, and exercise the rights arising from 
the cultural redress provided in the settlement package. 
It is likely that the present Runanga structure will evolve 
and change into a new structure, one that is better 
equipped to hold and manage commercial assets for the 
benefit of the iwi. 

Ratification of the governance entity must occur before 
the Crown can introduce settlement legislation and 
transfer the compensation and other redress provided in 
the settlement to Ngati Whare. The ratification process 
for a governance entity is similar to that used to ratify a 
Deed of Settlement. It may be carried out at the same 
time as the members of Ngati Whare consider whether 
or not to ratify a Deed of Settlement, or it can occur as a 
separate process.  

Once the Crown is satisfied that the Deed of Settlement 
and the Ngati Whare governance entity has been ratified 
by Ngati Whare as an iwi, the Crown introduces 
legislation to Parliament to enact and give effect to the 
Ngati Whare settlement. 

Once the settlement legislation has been passed by 
Parliament, both the Crown and Ngati Whare implement 

the agreements contained in the Deed of Settlement, 
including the transfer of settlement assets and cultural 
redress. 

Where to from here? 

At the present time Ngati Whare have moved a 
significant way through the Treaty settlement process. 
Historical research that proves the Ngati Whare 
grievances has been successfully presented to the 
Waitangi Tribunal. An agreement between the Crown 
and the iwi to commence negotiations has also been 
secured. 

More recently, some months of negotiations have taken 
place with the Office of Treaty Settlements, building 
towards an Agreement in Principle. This is a testimony 
to the hard work of many Ngati Whare at all levels. 

But there is still a long way to go. The important step 
over the next few months is to secure an Agreement in 
Principle. This requires quite a high level of detail on the 
issues outlined above – Historical Account, Commercial 
Redress, and Cultural Redress. The Ngati Whare 
negotiators must respond to the Crown’s initial offer in 
each of these areas, which expected early in the New 
Year. This will be a period of tough negotiations. The 
Runanga must also consult with the wider iwi through 
wananga and hui-a-iwi, looking for ideas to help 
negotiations and building an understanding of the 
proposed package. 

What can Ngati Whare iwi members do to contribute? 
First, as advertised in this Panui, Te Runanga o Ngati 
Whare Iwi Trust is calling a wananga over the weekend 
of 14-15 January 2006 to discuss the Treaty settlement 
process with the iwi. Attending the wananga will ensure 
that iwi members are brought up to date with a number 
of issues. It is also an opportunity to work through 
matters of importance to the iwi. Secondly, it is 
important that all Ngati Whare iwi members be enrolled 
on the Ngati Whare Iwi Register. The Register is also 
discussed later in this Panui. 

 

 
Boscawen, John Hugh, “Native Pa” [Umurakau. ca 1890 ], National Library, Wellington 
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DIAGRAM OF TREATY SETTLEMENT PROCESS 
 

 MANDATE GIVEN 
to Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust 

by Ngati Whare iwi members 

MANDATE RECOGNISED  
by Minister in Charge of Treaty of Waitangi 

Negotiations, the Hon Margaret Wilson 

TERMS OF NEGOTIATION  
agreed between Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi 
Trust and Office of Treaty Settlements/Minister 

AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE 
between Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust  
and Minister in Charge of Treaty of Waitangi 

Negotiations on behalf of the Crown 

DEED OF SETTLEMENT 
between Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust  
and Minister in Charge of Treaty of Waitangi 

Negotiations on behalf of the Crown 

RATIFICATION 
Approval of settlement by Ngati Whare iwi 

members to satisfaction of Crown 

NEGOTIATIONS 
Between Ngati Whare 

And OTS 

NEGOTIATIONS 
Between Ngati Whare 

And OTS 

IMPLEMENTATION 
by transfer of assets, compensation and other 

redress to Ngati Whare Governance Entity 
for benefit of Ngati Whare 

SETTLEMENT LEGISLATION 
Settlement given effect by special Act of Parliament 

 
NGATI WHARE 
is presently at 
this stage of 
negotiation 

process 
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IMPORTANT PANUI – UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Ngati Whare Iwi Wananga –Settlement Negotiations – 14-15 Jan 2006 
Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust invites all Ngati Whare iwi members to attend an iwi wananga on the 
weekend 14 to 15 January 2006 at Murumurunga Marae, Te Whaiti. The Wananga will start at 10.00am on 
the Saturday, and will run through to Sunday afternoon with sessions also on Saturday night. The Wananga 
will focus on issues related to the Ngati Whare Treaty settlement negotiations.  

The Wananga is designed to assist Ngati Whare iwi members in their understanding of the Treaty settlement 
negotiation process. It is also intended to provide opportunity for iwi members to provide their input into the 
negotiation process, identify the long-term goals for Ngati Whare and the Runanga, discuss ideas, work out 
the options for moving forward, and refine strategies that may assist in the negotiations.  

The subjects that will be covered over the two days are: 

·  How have Treaty settlement negotiations progressed so far? 

·  What should be included in the “Historical Account”? 

·  What might be included in a “Cultural Redress” package? 

·  How will “Commercial Redress” be negotiated? 

·  What governance structures are required by Ngati Whare in order to not only receive a Treaty 
settlement from the Crown but also receive fisheries settlement assets from Te Ohu Kai Moana? 

An important matter connected to “Cultural Redress” is the future place of Ngati Whare in respect to the 
Whirinaki Conservation Park. Questions that will be discussed are: 

·  How should Ngati Whare status as kaitiaki and tangata whenua of the Whirinaki be recognised by 
the Crown? 

·  What is the current state of the Whirinaki under DOC management? 

·  What is the state of the great podocarps of the Whirinaki – Totara, Rimu, Miro, Matai and 
Kahikatea – and how might they be protected for future generations? 

·  What should happen with the Ngati Whare maunga, such as Tuwatawata and Moerangi, as well as 
other Ngati Whare pou-rahui in a Treaty settlement? 

·  How might Ngati Whare waahi-tapu, pa, kainga and urupa in the Whirinaki be protected and 
managed into the future? 

·  How might the management of the Whirinaki Conservation Park be connected to economic 
development at Minginui, Te Whaiti and Te Urewera in general? 

·  What is the future of the Whirinaki River and other resources? 

In August 2005 Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust contracted two experienced botanists, Tony Beveridge 
and Mike Wilcox, to write a report on the feasibility of podocarp regeneration in the Whirinaki Forest. The 
report and its findings will be completed in the New Year, and presented by the authors to the iwi at the 
Wananga. 
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NGATI WHARE IWI REGISTRATION  
An important message for all iwi members 

There has been some steady progress on iwi registrations over the last six months. Even if you are registered, 
please read the following information so that you understand how important it is for all Ngati Whare to sign 
up as soon as possible. 

It is likely that you will know Ngati Whare who have not yet registered, particularly members of your own 
whanau. Please take the time and initiative to ensure that they register. At the present time, this is the most 
important thing you can do for your iwi. 

 

Why Register? 

Being “registered” as Ngati Whare is an important step 
for all iwi members. In the short term, it means that the 
Ngati Whare Runanga can send a Panui to your address, 
updating you on iwi news. You will receive word of 
upcoming hui-a-iwi, wananga and other iwi events. You 
will also learn about the progress of the Ngati Whare 
negotiations with the Crown for a Treaty settlement. 

In the long term, being registered will allow you to 

(i) vote to ratify (or reject) a Treaty settlement offer by 
the Crown; 

(ii) participate as a beneficiary of the Ngati Whare iwi 
settlement once settlement is complete. 

Why register now, and not later? 

It is very important that all iwi members register as soon 
as possible. This does not mean next month, or next 
year, or some time in the future when the iwi has a 
settlement. It means today! 

The reason for this is simple. Treaty negotiations are 
partly a “numbers game”. When working out financial 
compensation, one of the secondary factors which the 
Office of Treaty Settlements takes into consideration is 
the size of an iwi (OTS also considers other matters 
including the type of Treaty breach and the area of land 
lost by an iwi). This is self evident when one considers 
the size of the settlements achieved by larger iwi such as 
Tainui and Ngai Tahu compared to those received by 
smaller iwi such as Ngati Tama and Te Uri o Hau.  

Unfortunately for Ngati Whare, the “official figure” for 
the Ngati Whare population is ridiculously small. The 
2001 NZ Census records the Ngati Whare population as 
only 690 people. 

As far as the Runanga is concerned, this number is 
completely inaccurate. Some Ngati Whare whanau have 
up to 500 members from a single great-grandparent! It is 
not uncommon to have 600 Ngati Whare turn up to a 
tangi at Te Whaiti over a few days.   

Also, there are over 1200 land owners in the Te Whaiti 
nui a Toi block, and many of those owners have not 
been succeeded to. 

But Ngati Whare must prove to the Crown today that 
their iwi population is larger than 690 people. The most 
important way to do this is through iwi registrations. 

Timing here is important – the Crown is about to put a 
financial figure on the table. The Runanga must be able 
to respond, at one level, with a large Ngati Whare 
population. This means the register needs to be as 
complete as possible in the very near future. 

How do I register? 

1. Get a registration form for every Ngati Whare to 
be registered.  

You can pick up forms from the Runanga office in Civic 
Square, Murupara or you can phone the Runanga office 
(07-366 5690) and ask for forms to be posted to you 
(leave a message on the answer-phone if you don’t get a 
reply). 

Alterantively, you can visit the Ngati Whare website – 
www.tronwit.co.nz – and download a registration form. 

2. Fill the form out and post it to: 
 
Te Runanga o Ngati Whare Iwi Trust 
Civic Square 
PO  Box 162 
Murupara 
 
Please note that a Blank Registration form and a list of 
Ngati Whare owners on the Te Whaiti block as at 1907, 
is included with this Panui. Feel free to make copies of 
the registration form to give to whanau members. 
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What whakapapa do I have to give? 

You are not required to give a whakapapa all the way 
back to Wharepakau (although you may do so if you 
wish). Rather, you should give a whakapapa back to a 
grandparent or great-grandparent who you know is of 
Ngati Whare. The Runanga in consultation with Ngati 
Whare kaumatua will check that this whakapapa is 
accurate. You will be contacted if there are any 
questions in relation to the whakapapa. 

The other thing you may do is to take your whakapapa 
back to one of the named owners on the Te Whaiti 
block, who was alive in 1907. This list of owners is the 
best record Ngati Whare has of an ‘inclusive’ definition 
of the iwi. However, it is important to remember that a 
number of names were missed out at the time. The list 
does not therefore include all Ngati Whare as at 1907. 

Can I register with other iwi as well? 

Of course you can. One of the great things about 
whakapapa is being able to belong to many different iwi 
– as long as you know your whakapapa! 

Many Ngati Whare can also whakapapa to Ngati 
Manawa, Tuhoe, Te Arawa, and other iwi. It should be 
of no surprise for you to have multiple iwi membership. 

Should tamariki register? 

The short answer is “Yes”. All persons who can 
whakapapa to Wharepakau and to one of the Ngati 
Whare hapu are considered to be members of Ngati 
Whare today. This includes all children, even if only a 
few days old. 

As a parent or guardian, it is important that a separate 
registration form is filled out for every tamaiti. If a child 
is under 18, you the parent or guardian can sign on their 
behalf.  

What notification will I receive with 
registration? 

Notification of full registration will be sent out to Ngati 
Whare members. This is likely to be some months away, 
however, as the main focus of the Runanga right now is 
to get as many Ngati Whare to complete their 
registration forms as possible, and then to record them 
on a database. When the dust has settled a bit, 
notification of registration will take place. 

Are registrations confidential? 

Yes, all registrations are confidential and will only be 
used by the Runanga for iwi purposes. While the 
register may be viewed for verification purposes by 
OTS and Te Ohu Kai Moana, confidentiality will be 
maintained and registration information will not be 
shared with other organisations. 

******************************************************************************* 
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